
SSMS PTA Minutes 
January 28, 2019 

 

1. Welcome – Irma Altman and Christine Kufta welcomed and thanked everyone for 

coming. 

2. Vote to accept minutes - Motion made by Irma Altman, seconded by Emma Travers and 

Caitlyn Keogh. 

3. Vote by Irma Altman for 2018/2019 Membership Nomination Committee members 
- Eileen Sweeney, Liz Bustamante McAteer, Denise Woodbury.  Approved 100%. 

4. Treasurer’s Report/Faith Varley  
Quarter ended 12/31/2018.  Balance was $24,554.93.  Council dues were paid.  Box 
Tops check for several hundred dollars was received. Question of what the box top 
money is utilized for.  Answer is it goes into a fundraising pool.  Modells fundraiser 
was a big success.  Another one will be in the near future. 

5. Aim/Heather Roeder  
Camfel character education assembly conducted on 1/8. Very well received by 
students and staff.  Feedback from Rose: “It was great! It is a high energy, thought 
provoking presentation and the student community loved it!  Camfel has always 
been a well-developed program and though we gave it a rest for a couple of years, 
we whole heartedly welcomed it back.”   
Other assemblies booked: 4/9 From the Fires: Voices of the Holocaust/Theatre 
Three Productions; 6/24 The Human Body/Franklin Institute; 6/26 Music 
Technology/Brent Daniels. 

6. Curriculum/Lou Medeiros 
Elementary math revisions to Common Core learning standards, now called Next 
Gen standards.  As of now, NYS tests are still old standards.  Parents can check 
Engage NY website for test questions released by the state.  Updates to test only 
include testing one standard at a time in a question, attention to the “wordiness” of 
word problems so questions are truly testing math and not reading. 
Changes to HS curriculum for 11th grade English & History will remain on BOE 
agenda.  10th grade students can opt to enroll in Regents or IB level for these two 
classes. CSE will recommend students with significant disabilities be placed in the 
new Core IIs program comprised of 12 students from grades 9-11.  It will focus on 
helping them pass the required Regents exam for graduation.  A grant was received 
to from the Ed Foundation to raise trout from eggs. 

7. 8th Grade Party/Josie Milano 
Party will be in June at the school.  Parents of all grades (6-8) are encouraged to sign 
up to help. 

8. Fundraising/Larry Maier 
Committee has reached their goal of $12,000.  They are currently seeking donations 
for the mega raffle basket drawing to be held at the final parents night out of the 
year.  Acknowledgment letters are next to go out.  Committee is asking those for 
attending the 2/8 parents night out to please purchase their tickets in advance. 



9. Grant/Denise Sheehan 
Deadline is 3/3.  Letters have been sent out. 

10. Reflections/Nanci Nigro 
There were 47 entries.  10 went on to Nassau.  5 went on to State. 

11. SEP/Kelly Lynch 
BOE approved a co-seated 11th grade ELA & SS class.  Students can elect to take a 
Regents curriculum or IB in 2019/2020.  They are still addressing 12th grade 
options.  BOE approved Core II program for grade 9-11 for 2019/2020.  2/26 Camp 
Fair at HS cafeteria (3/21 snow date).  4/9 Dr. Leahy will have a presenter to 
prepare your special needs child for life after high school.  They are working on 
having several reading teachers present at the May meeting.  27 students have 
enrolled to take the Regents exam in 2019/2020. 

12. Teachers Report/Caitlyn Keogh 
Center Stage 5/30. 7th & 8th Grade collected supplied for shelters.  2/28 is deadline 
for yearbook baby pictures.  Deadline for tribute, ads and orders are coming. 

13. Principal Report/Shelagh McGinn 
Day 1 of the 3rd quarter begins Tuesday, 1/29.  It’s a fresh start and chance for 
students to get back on track.  Friday, 2/1 final grades will be posted to 
PowerSchools.   
Challenge day begins 2/29 for 8th grade. Go to challengeday.org for details.  Ms. 
McGinn describes it as an “emotional awakening” for the students.   
The ski trip was great.  Because of inclement weather the students had the slopes to 
themselves.  Camp productions are here this week.  Show will be 5/3 & 5/4.   
Incoming 5th graders are getting ready.  Meetings with 5th grade parents have begun.  
6th graders will be visiting the elementary schools before they come for their visit 
here.   
SSMS faculty is asking for parents help.  Students are using their phones in school; 
they are wearing earbuds & hiding them in their hair.  Students are dropping them, 
breaking them and losing them.  They are asking you remind your students to 
leaving the cell phones in their LOCKED lockers during the school day.  There is an 
all-time high with cracked iPad screens.  They want to remind parents it is highly 
recommended and it is not too late to get insurance on student iPads.  6th graders 
are getting access to the iTunes store 1-2 students one at a time.  8th graders must 
turn in their iPads and all accessories the last week of testing. 
Ms. McGinn is asking parents with students that are opting out of the ELA and/or 
Math state tests (4/2 & 4/3) to please submit a letter as soon as possible.  In the past 
there has been 70% that have opted out.  With approximately 840 students she 
needs time to make arrangements for so many students.   

14. Presidents Report/Irma Altman and Christine Kufta 
8th Grade Breakfast Chairs filled by Emma Travers, Sue Quilty, Donna Downing. 

 Dennis Clark is the new youth officer.  Nick Deluca has been promoted to Sergeant.  
There are traffic safety concerns for our students at busy main roads.  There are 
issues whether the roads are Village of Rockville Centre or Town of Hempstead. 


